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MEMORANDUM #ORe STATINTL .

SURJECT ¢ Pexr Diem Allowance Duping Headqueriters Debrisfing Perded
fow Epployees Retwning from Overssas for Home Isave and
PG3 Transfer 4o Washington

REFERENCE ¢ Memo, dbd, 10 Aug. %, te SA/DD/A fr OG0, same subject

1o Ton will reecall thes, in the refercnoced memopondum, this office
dealt with the question of whothoy an Agency empleyes whe was being ve=
turned from overseas fov hene leave and PCO trensfer to hsedquarters could
e allowed ey dien for 8 peried of dsbiiefing snd consvltation in head-
guarbsrs prier Lo his golng on homs leave, In peragraph 2 of that mems
avandun, we bodl the positien that per diem was not ellowable in thess
eirvcurstansss, We based this opinion on paragraph Lé of the Standardized
Goverament “revel Negulations and om the well kmowm rule in Govermment
that per dism is ned peyable at 2 permavent duty station (5 Comp. Jen,

870 (19?6)5 2l @@"’&n Cen, 5§§ (19015)1)9

2, Since the date of this memorendwms, a decision of the @@mpt,mller
General hes come to our attention which, contrary te the g@neral role,
wovld appear to authorise peyment of per diem in the cited circumsiances,
In 32 Comp. Qen, 39 (1952) the Comptroller Ceneral passed en a similar
situation posed by the Department @“’f State, In comtending for Ghe pay-
ment of the per dien, the Department cited Sestion 1@306@?(@ of the
Fereign Service Repnletions which aubhoriszos payment of psr dlem to foreign
servics off'cers who are being returnsd from overséss for bome leave end
transfer to the Deparitment in Washington and were called irmbo the Department
for consultation pyier Lo their going on hows leave and pirior to their es-
sumptieon of dubics in Washinghon., On page W0 of the opinien, there is
stated, imtor alias : ‘ '

“The case here involved may bs distinguished frem those in the
desisions veferred ¢o, end others falling within the scops of
the gemeral rule, since uwnler the edwinistrative practice des~
crited o o o o o o Ghe employec’s presence in Washington fer
crmuiltative purpeces is nob related or ineident to hie assump-
tion of perianent @Lw aty thet placs upen eompletion of his
statubory leave, it baing evident thet ho would be reguirad

to veport Lor temporery duty in Washingtom m*az’dﬂ@ss @ﬁ' wlwther
that @ﬂ.ty was %o be his fubure pemnancz‘ Satic §
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Wo add that, vhile the Compireller General took no spscifie positien in the

dength of tims for whieh the per diem wos authorized, 1t was the proctics
of the Dsprrtment %o euthorize it : ,

"for a period not to excsed five working days wnless the
poried extended into two work weeks in which evony per
dilom vag awbhorizcd in the intervening week end,®

((31 Comp, CGan, U39) p :

3. For soms time past, it hae beca the policy of this Agensy to
havs employses who are returning from ovorseas for homs leave and FCS
transfer to heedquarters come to headquavters for debpiefing prior to
thedr going on leawve, Per dism has baen paid for thesa pericds under
the autliority of [ roracre:h L-6(S) thereof, and
predsessse: regulations, . .

bo On the basis of the foregoing, it is the opinion of this effics
that per dism for the pericds of consultation in headguarters mey bs paid
to employers of this Agency who are being returned from ovsrcess on: homs
leave and C3 transfar to headruarters providing there is arpropriste
awtherity for such payment in the transfer crders and providing ecpnsul-
tation is ield prior to the employee’s esswmption of his dubies in hegde

- quarters pursuant to his new assignment, As for the length of time for

which per diem should bs allowed, we believe that the cited rractice in
the State Department is en adequate puide, To the axtent that this mam-
crandum differs in substence from owr memorandum of 18 August 195h, you
nay be guided by this ons, '
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